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2026 Bahrain Grand Prix in Malaysia - Sunday

Sepang, 4 October 2026 — Audi Revolut F1 Team fought fiercely in a chaotic Bahrain Grand Prix
in Malaysia, missing out on a point on the very last lap, as Nico Hulkenberg finished 11t", with
Gabriel Bortoleto 18th,

The Sepang International Circuit was battered by a monsoon shower as car headed out to the
grid, causing a delay to the start of the race. Once proceedings were underway, a split of tyre
choices saw half the field start on intermediate tyres, with the other half on slicks. Both Audi
Revolut F1 Team drivers opted initially for dry tyres but switched for inters at the end of the
formation lap — a decisive choice to change that pushed them up the field.

As the race continued, Nico emerged as a serious points contender and was running as high as
ninth in the closing stages. Gabriel's afternoon was compromised by contact with Carlos Sainz at
the restart from the first Safety Car, which caused damage to his car and left him with a 10-
second penalty. The race was blown wide open by another, late Safety Car, caused by Alex Albon's
retirement, while further drama emerged with George Russell and Lando Norris running into
trouble at the final restart.

Ultimately, Nico couldn't hold on to P9, being passed by Norris and Arvid Lindblad in the final laps
and had to settle for 11* place. Gabriel crossed the line in P18, nursing his damaged car to the end.

The team will return to action in next week’'s Singapore Grand Prix, the final leg of the Asian triple-
header.

Allan McNish, Racing Director: "It was a difficult race. The weather conditions at the start were
right on the edge, the crossover point between tyres, which was reflected by the split on the grid
between slicks and intermediates. Already from the formation lap, it became clear to us that the
intermediates were the correct choice, so we made the change and were able to recover to roughly
the position we had been in before stopping for slicks on lap eight.

"Unfortunately, Gabi had contact with Sainz, which caused some damage and required an
additional pit stop, and he ultimately received a ten-second penalty as well. That effectively took
him out of the fight for points. Nico, on the other hand, had a strong run throughout the race: |
think the strategy and the tyre choices we made were the right ones. Unfortunately, it wasn't
quite enough to bring us into the points, with Lindblad getting past Nico on the final lap.”

"It's disappointing to miss out on the points on the final lap for the second race running. We have

looked competitive throughout the weekend, but we need to keep working hard to manage to find
a little more that will put us back in the top ten.”
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Nico Hulkenberg (Car 27):

Race result: 11t

Fastest lap: 1:41.394 (Lap 54)

Strategy & Pit Stops: Start (after red flag, New Soft) - Lap 2 (New Inter) - Lap 8 (New Soft) -
Lap 32 (New Soft) - Lap 45 (Used Soft)

"It was an eventful race, and overall, we were in the fight for points but ultimately finished P11
again. | was much happier with my performance compared to yesterday. At the beginning we
made the right call to switch to the intermediates early and, although it cost us initially, we
recovered that within a lap. This put us in a good position for the rest of the race.

"There was plenty of wheel-to-wheel racing. In the end, though, we just didn't quite have the pace
to hold on to the points. Realistically, we only got into that position because of trouble to the cars
ahead, so it was always going to be a long shot. Still, it was a clean race from my side, many
learnings for us as a team and now it's straight on to Singapore.”

Gabriel Bortoleto (Car 5)

Race result: 18th

Fastest lap: 1:41.382 (Lap 36)

Strategy & Pit Stops: Start (after red flag, New Soft) - Lap 2 (New Inter) - Lap 9 (Used Soft) - Lap
15 (New Hard) - Lap 35 (Used Soft) - Lap 44 (Used Soft)

"First of all, | want to apologise to Carlos. | made contact with him at the restart and,
unfortunately, compromised his race, as well as my own. | got damage to both my front wing and
floor, and then we were too far behind to fight for anything. It wasn't a clean race after that
either, it was a difficult Sunday overall. Now we take the positives and look ahead to Singapore:
hopefully we can have a good result there.”

Contact:
press@audifl.com

Will Ponissi, Head of Corporate and Race Communications, william.ponissi@audifl.com, +4179
59157 85

Nives Pavicic, Communications Manager, nives.pavicic@audifl.com, +4176 384 07 50

Elena Rovelli, Communications Manager, elena.rovelli@audifl.com, +4178 209 18 57

About Audi Revolut F1 Team

Audi Revolut F1 Team is the official factory team of Audi, as the brand enters the FIA Formula 1 World Championship for the
first time in 2026. This project, in which Audi will create its own hybrid drive system (‘power unit') developed in Germany,
represents the ultimate expression of the manufacturer's 'Vorsprung durch Technik' philosophy and embodies a long-term
commitment to compete at the pinnacle of motorsport with the clear objective of challenging for world championships by
2030. Audi Revolut F1 Team is based in three locations: the power unit is developed by Audi Formula Racing GmbH at the
Audi Competence Center Motorsport in Neuburg, Germany; the chassis is engineered and race operations are managed from
the state-of-the-art facilities of Audi Motorsport AG in Hinwil, Switzerland; while the Audi Motorsport Technology Centre UK
in Bicester, United Kingdom, provides a foothold in the heart of 'Motorsport Valley', with direct access to top F1 talent and
key strategic partners. This integrated structure provides complete control over the project, embedding a culture of precision,
innovation, and relentless performance. Audi's entry is strategically timed to coincide with new Formula 1 regulations focused
on increased electrification, as the electric share of the hybrid drive is raised to almost 50%, and the introduction of 100%
sustainable fuels. The entry into Formula 1, one of the most important platforms in the world, serves as a high-tech catalyst
for the entire Audi brand, acting as a global stage to demonstrate technological leadership and connect with new, diverse
audiences by creating cultural impact that resonates far beyond the race track.
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