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2026 Chinese Grand Prix - Saturday 

Shanghai, 14 March 2026 – Audi Revolut F1 Team firmly claimed a stake in the midfield battle with a solid 

performance in Qualifying for the Chinese Grand Prix, with Nico Hulkenberg setting the 11th fastest time of the session. 

The German driver missed out on a spot in Q3 for the tiniest of margins, 0.002s, but will at least have the consolation of 

an additional set of tyres for tomorrow’s race. Team-mate, Gabriel Bortoleto, was 16th at the end of Q2 after his final 

attempt, in which he was improving his time, came to nought with an off-track moment at the final corner.  

The team will now gear up for Sunday’s race, aiming to move forward and return to points-paying positions in the main 

event of the weekend. 

Earlier today, Audi could celebrate its first podium in an official Formula One weekend, as Emma Felbermayr moved 

from sixth on the grid to third at the flag in the reverse-grid F1 Academy race. The young Austrian executed a last-lap 

move for P3 and looked fast throughout the race – a good indication ahead of tomorrow’s feature, in which she starts 

on the second row. 

 

Jonathan Wheatley, Team Principal: “I want to start by thanking the team for their hard work today. There was a big 

job list in the garage between the sprint and qualifying, not least fixing Nico’s car, and they did a great job of getting 

both cars ready in time for the session. 

“It was also great to see Emma deliver a confident drive in the first F1 Academy race of 2026. Starting the race from 

P6, she carried out some great overtaking manoeuvres on her way to P3 and her first podium of the year.  

“Qualifying was reasonably straightforward, Nico maximised what was available from the car, delivering another solid 

performance to P11. Gabi was on a good final lap but just pushed a little bit too hard in the final corner, ending up in 

the gravel. Overall, a clean session for the team and our focus now moves to the race”. 

 

Nico Hulkenberg (Car 27): 

Sprint: DNF 

Fastest Lap: 1:38.027 (Lap 5) 

Strategy: Start (Medium Used) 

 

Q1: 1:34.116 (6 laps) 

Q2: 11th / 1:33.354 (6 laps) 

“The margins were incredibly tight today – just two thousandths separated us from Q3. Overall though, it was a clean 

session and we’ll take it from here. The focus will be on keeping things clean, avoiding mistakes and making the most 

of any opportunities in the race. 

These cars are still quite new for us, so there’s a lot of information to take in after every session. We’ll go through 

everything tonight and fight hard tomorrow.” 
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Gabriel Bortoleto (Car 5): 

Sprint: 13th 

Fastest Lap: 1:37.800 (Lap 18) 

Strategy: Start (Medium Used) 

 

Q1: 1:33.549 (9 laps) 

Q2: 16th / 1:33.965 (5 laps) 

 

“Today, the car felt quite decent and I think we made some good steps in the right direction compared to yesterday. The 

Sprint was pretty uneventful for me: I managed to stay in the mix a bit, but the Safety Car didn't make things easier – in 

any case, our focus was already set on Qualifying. Towards the end of Q2, I was trying to extract a little bit more lap time 

and probably pushed a bit too hard on the entry. I lost the rear and when I caught it, it was already too late, so I ended 

up spinning. It probably would have been tough to reach Q3 anyway: the lap was okay, but not quite what you need to 

get there. It’s not the position I’d like to start from, but tomorrow is a different story. We’ll start from where we are, 

focus on our pace, and try to do some overtakes.” 

 

 

Contact: 

press@audif1.com 

 

Will Ponissi, Head of Corporate and Race Communications, william.ponissi@audif1.com, +41 79 591 57 85 

Nives Pavicic, Communications Manager, nives.pavicic@audif1.com, +41 76 384 07 50 

Elena Rovelli, Communications Manager, elena.rovelli@audif1.com, +41 78 209 18 57 

 

 

 

 

About Audi Revolut F1 Team  

Audi Revolut F1 Team is the official factory team of Audi, as the brand enters the FIA Formula 1 World Championship for the first time in 2026. This 
project, in which Audi will create its own hybrid drive system ('power unit') developed in Germany, represents the ultimate expression of the 
manufacturer's ‘Vorsprung durch Technik’ philosophy and embodies a long-term commitment to compete at the pinnacle of motorsport with the clear 
objective of challenging for world championships by 2030. Audi Revolut F1 Team is based in three locations: the power unit is developed by Audi Formula 
Racing GmbH at the Audi Competence Center Motorsport in Neuburg, Germany; the chassis is engineered and race operations are managed from the 
state-of-the-art facilities of Audi Motorsport AG in Hinwil, Switzerland; while the Audi Motorsport Technology Centre UK in Bicester, United Kingdom, 
provides a foothold in the heart of 'Motorsport Valley', with direct access to top F1 talent and key strategic partners. This integrated structure provides 
complete control over the project, embedding a culture of precision, innovation, and relentless performance. Audi’s entry is strategically timed to coincide 
with new Formula 1 regulations focused on increased electrification, as the electric share of the hybrid drive is raised to almost 50%, and the introduction 
of 100% sustainable fuels. The entry into Formula 1, one of the most important platforms in the world, serves as a high-tech catalyst for the entire Audi 
brand, acting as a global stage to demonstrate technological leadership and connect with new, diverse audiences by creating cultural impact that resonates 
far beyond the race track. 
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