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2026 Japanese Grand Prix - Saturday

Suzuka, 28 March 2026 — Audi Revolut F1 Team returned to Q3 with a positive performance in
qualifying for the Japanese Grand Prix. The team carried its form from solid performances earlier
in the weekend as Gabriel Bortoleto once again claimed a spot in the top ten, setting the ninth
fastest time overall. Team-mate, Nico Hulkenberg, went close from joining Gabriel in the final
segment of qualifying but missed the cut by a whisker, and will line up in 13t place on the grid.

The result, paired with the good pace shown throughout the three practice sessions, gives
confidence to the team ahead of what promises to be a tightly contested race here in Suzuka.

Mattia Binotto, Head of Audi F1 Project: "It's been a good weekend so far and we are satisfied
with where we are at the moment. | am very happy with Gabi reaching Q3 and disappointed
that Nico didn't quite make it, as he had the potential to be there. His lap was not perfect, but it
was still a strong one and he came very close to making it into the top ten.

"The margins are tight, and overall, we should be pleased with the result. Looking ahead to
tomorrow, our focus will be on the start. Overtaking is particularly challenging at this track, so
executing our race well will be key. Each race this year is a new experience for us and an
opportunity to learn, so we'll focus on our performance and see what we can achieve.”

Nico Hulkenberg (Car 27):
FP3: 7t / 1:30.658 (21 laps)
Q1: 1:30.358 (8 laps)

Q2: 13" / 1:30.387 (6 laps)

"Qualifying always bunches up the field and today was no different - the margins are very fine.
On my side, Q2 wasn't clean enough across both runs, so we missed out on Q3. The car itself felt
decent and | think we're right in the mix. It looks like we'll be fighting around the edge of the top
ten with a few other teams, so it should be an interesting race. The goal now is to stay clean,
execute well and try to move forward tomorrow.”

Gabriel Bortoleto (Car 5):
FP3: 9t /1:31.000 (21 laps)
Q1: 1:30.359 (8 laps)

Q2: 1:29.990 (6 laps)

Q3: 9t / 1:30.274 (6 laps)

“I'm very happy with today's qualifying, and with what the team has provided me in terms of
overall package. We built confidence throughout Q1 and Q2, and put together some really solid
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laps. Of course, there is still some work to do in order to improve even further, some fine tuning
to do, but it's a great feeling to be starting from the top ten tomorrow and be in the fight for a
points finish.

"Tomorrow is a different day, clearly, but | am confident we can be in the mix. We have a couple
of cars ahead that we know we can fight with on pace, and we'll give it our best.”

Contact:
press@audifl.com

Will Ponissi, Head of Corporate and Race Communications, william.ponissi@audifl.com, +4179
59157 85

Nives Pavicic, Communications Manager, nives.pavicic@audifl.com, +4176 384 07 50

Elena Rovelli, Communications Manager, elena.rovelli@audifl.com, +4178 209 18 57

About Audi Revolut F1 Team

Audi Revolut F1 Team is the official factory team of Audi, as the brand enters the FIA Formula 1 World Championship for the
first time in 2026. This project, in which Audi will create its own hybrid drive system ('‘power unit') developed in Germany,
represents the ultimate expression of the manufacturer's 'Vorsprung durch Technik’ philosophy and embodies a long-term
commitment to compete at the pinnacle of motorsport with the clear objective of challenging for world championships by
2030. Audi Revolut F1 Team is based in three locations: the power unit is developed by Audi Formula Racing GmbH at the
Audi Competence Center Motorsport in Neuburg, Germany; the chassis is engineered and race operations are managed from
the state-of-the-art facilities of Audi Motorsport AG in Hinwil, Switzerland; while the Audi Motorsport Technology Centre UK
in Bicester, United Kingdom, provides a foothold in the heart of 'Motorsport Valley', with direct access to top F1 talent and
key strategic partners. This integrated structure provides complete control over the project, embedding a culture of precision,
innovation, and relentless performance. Audi's entry is strategically timed to coincide with new Formula 1 regulations focused
on increased electrification, as the electric share of the hybrid drive is raised to almost 50%, and the introduction of 100%
sustainable fuels. The entry into Formula 1, one of the most important platforms in the world, serves as a high-tech catalyst
for the entire Audi brand, acting as a global stage to demonstrate technological leadership and connect with new, diverse
audiences by creating cultural impact that resonates far beyond the race track.

bp &Castrol

(00D Revolut o

‘\\ Aleph M NEXO ninjaOne Gilleffe oF

HYATT

1 L] - ({
pel'kT I:! berllﬂ LB com lIElevenLabs CAMOZZI olau‘gcao

! ﬁ MMAMMOET Sabeft

Fireca [ extreme s JIg Space

MEDIA INFO Audi Revolut F1® Team 2/2


mailto:press@audif1.com
mailto:william.ponissi@audif1.com
mailto:nives.pavicic@audif1.com
mailto:elena.rovelli@audif1.com

