
 

MEDIA INFO   1/3  

Audi Motorsport AG  · Wildbachstrasse 9  · 8340  Hinwil  

2026 Miami  Grand Prix -  Saturday  

Miam i, 2 Ma y  2026 –  Audi Revolut F1 Team faced a demanding Saturday, with the Sprint and 

Qualifying sessions presenting a series of challenges that required resilience and strong 

teamwork. Nico was unable to start the Sprint after a late emerging technical issue occurred 

duri ng his installation lap. Gabriel made a strong start  and delivered a good  drive to finish P11, 

but a minor technical infringement led to a post - race  disqualification.  

In Qualifying, the team once again showed resilience: Nico’s crew completed a power unit and 

gearbox change, enabling him to recover strongly and secure P11 on the grid for the Grand Prix, 

narrowly missing out on Q3. Gabriel was delayed following a gearbox  change between sessions 

and, despite an outstanding effort by the team to release the car in the final moments of the 

session, a brake issue limited his running and left him P22. Despite the setbacks, the day 

underlined the commitment and teamwork across both sides of the garage as the team looks to 

regroup and capitalize on every opportunity in Sunday’s race.  

 

Allan McNish , Racing Director : “A very challenging day for us from start to finish. We had an issue 

on Nico’s car before the sprint which ultimately led to a leak and stopping  on the way to the grid, 

meaning he couldn’t start. On the other side, Gabriel made a strong start and drove well, but a 

technical infringement unfortunately resulted in a disqualification. Between sessions we then 

faced a gearbox issue on his car, and des pite a huge effort from the crew to get him back out, a 

brake problem forced him to stop on track in qualifying.  

“The positive is Nico’s recovery, a very strong recovery and performance to take P11 and just 

miss out on Q3. More importantly, both crews showed real grit, determination and teamwork 

under pressure, which is exactly what we need at this stage of the project. We now have to 

regroup, learn from today, and make sure w e maximise every opportunity that comes our way 

tomorrow.”  

 

 

Nico Hulkenberg ( C ar 27):  

Sprint: DN S  

Strategy: Start (Medium Used)  

 

Q1: 1:29.645 (8 laps)  

Q2: 11 th  / 1:29.439 6 (6  laps)  

“First of all, a big thanks to the mechanics -  they did a great job turning the car around after the 

Sprint and getting it back out there. It was a big effort in a short amount of time, so full credit to 

them.  From my side, I think we got the maximum out of the session today. The gap to the cars 
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ahead was quite clear, so realistically there wasn’t much more on the table. The car felt consistent 

with yesterday, which was important given we didn’t have time for the usual checks after the 

repairs. Now it’s about focusing on tomorrow and seeing what w e can do in the race.”  

 

 

Gabriel Bortoleto ( C ar 5):  

Sprint: 1 1th  

Fastest Lap: 1:34.174  (Lap 8 ) 

Strategy: Start (Medium Used)  

 

Q1: 22 nd / 1:33.737 (3  laps ) 

 

"A bit of a tough day with an unfortunate disqualification in the Sprint. It felt like I had settled 

into a pace I was comfortable with, but the cars ahead were also quite strong. Before the 

Qualifying session, we had to make some changes to the car, but o bviously didn't have a lot of 

time. The team did a tremendous job to get the car back out there, but when things have to be 

rushed like this and you don’t have time to fully check everything, it’s always going to be tough. 

We tried our best, but had too ma ny problems on the lap and had to stop the car. It’s a shame, 

but it’s a new day tomorrow."  

 

 

 

Contact:  

press@audif1.com  

 

Nives Pavicic, Communications Manager,  nives.pavicic@audif1.com , +41 76 384 07 50  

 

 

 

 

About Audi Revolut F1 Team  

Audi Revolut F1 Team is the official factory team of Audi, as the brand enters the FIA Formula 1 World Championship for the 

first time in 2026.  This project, in which Audi will create its own hybrid drive system ('power unit') developed in Germany, 
represe nts the ultimate expression of the manufacturer's ‘Vorsprung durch Technik’ philosophy and embodies a long - term 

commitment to compete at the pinnacle of motorsport with the clear objective of challenging for world championships by 

2030. Audi Revolut F1 Tea m is based in three locations: the power unit is developed by Audi Formula Racing GmbH at the 
Audi Competence Center Motorsport in Neuburg, Germany; the chassis is engineered and race operations are managed from 

the state - of - the - art facilities of Audi Moto rsport AG  in Hinwil, Switzerland; while the Audi Motorsport Technology Centre UK 
in Bicester, United Kingdom, provides a foothold in the heart of 'Motorsport Valley', with direct access to top F1 talent and  

key strategic partners. This integrated structure  provides complete control over the project, embedding a culture of precision, 

innovation, and relentless performance. Audi’s entry is strategically timed to coincide with new Formula 1  regulations focused 
on increased electrification, as the electric shar e of the hybrid drive is raised to almost 50%, and the introduction of 100% 

sustainable fuels. The entry into Formula 1, one of the most important platforms in the world, serves as a high - tech catalyst 

for the entire Audi brand, acting as a global stage to  demonstrate technological leadership and connect with new, diverse 

audiences by creating cultural impact that resonates far beyond the race track.  
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