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Victory for Felbermayr, p odium for Slater in s trong 

s eason s tart  

 

Hinwil, April  10 , 2026  –  Audi Development Programme drivers Emma Felbermayr and Freddie 

Slater  enjoyed a busy and successful  start to the season, with strong weekends  across their 

respective campaigns. Slater, stepping up to Formula 3, secured his maiden podium in Melbourne, 

while Felbermayr  –  now in her second year in F1 Academy –  claimed both a race win and a podium 

in Shanghai. With a prolonged break in the racing calendar ahead, both drivers will now focus on 

training and preparation to build on this early momentum when competition resumes later this 

spring.  

 

Slater kicked off his debut Formula 3 weekend in Melbourne strongly, setting the third - fastes t 

time in qualifying , just 0.082  from pole position . With the top twelve inverted for the Sprint Race, 

the 17 - year - old started tenth, dropped back in traffic at the start, and recovered to his original 

starting position before a red flag prematurely ended the race . 

 

In the Feature Race, Slater lined up third and immediately moved into second at the start. 

Although he briefly lost the position in an early battle, he remained in contention at the front. A 

mid - race Safety Car disrupted his progress, but once back up to s peed, he reclaimed second with 

a decisive move. A second Safety Car later halted his charge, leaving the  young Briton  to secure 

a well - earned podium finish.  

 

The focus then shifted to Shanghai, where Felbermayr began her second year in F1 Academy by 

qualifying third. In Saturday’s Sprint Race, despite some minor  damage after  contact  with 

Ferrari’s Alba Larsen , she made  a decisive move in  the final lap to take third place from Rafaela 

Ferreira.  

 

In the Feature Race, she stayed close to the lead throughout and moved into first at  the Safety 

Car restart, going on to claim victory. By scoring more points than any other competitor over the 

weekend, Felbermayr left Shanghai at the top of the F1 Academy standings.  

 

Allan McNish, Director of Audi Driver Development Programme : "It’s been a strong start to the 

season for both Freddie and Emma. Freddie handled the  Formula 3 season opener well, securing 

a podium, while Emma made real progress in her second year of F1 Academy with a brilliant win  

and a podium. With a break in the calendar, it’s a good opportunity to re focus on training  and 

preparation to build on this  momentum. Both drivers have shown pace, hard work, and dedication, 

and we look forward to seeing how they continue to develop in the next stages of their 

campaigns."  
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About Audi Revolut F1 Team  

Audi Revolut F1 Team is the official factory team of Audi, as the brand enters the FIA Formula 1 World Championship for the 

first time in 2026.  This project, in which Audi will create its own hybrid drive system ('power unit') developed in Germany, 
represe nts the ultimate expression of the manufacturer's ‘Vorsprung durch Technik’ philosophy and embodies a long - term 

commitment to compete at the pinnacle of motorsport with the clear objective of challenging for world championships by 
2030. Audi Revolut F1 Tea m is based in three locations: the power unit is developed by Audi Formula Racing GmbH at the 

Audi Competence Center Motorsport in Neuburg, Germany; the chassis is engineered and race operations are managed from 

the state - of - the - art facilities of Audi Moto rsport AG  in Hinwil, Switzerland; while the Audi Motorsport Technology Centre UK 
in Bicester, United Kingdom, provides a foothold in the heart of 'Motorsport Valley', with direct access to top F1 talent and  

key strategic partners. This integrated structure  provides complete control over the project, embedding a culture of precision, 

innovation, and relentless performance. Audi’s entry is strategically timed to coincide with new Formula 1  regulations focused 
on increased electrification, as the electric shar e of the hybrid drive is raised to almost 50%, and the introduction of 100% 

sustainable fuels. The entry into Formula 1, one of the most important platforms in the world, serves as a high - tech catalyst 
for the entire Audi brand, acting as a global stage to  demonstrate technological leadership and connect with new, diverse 

audiences by creating cultural impact that resonates far beyond the race track.  
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